6          DECISIVE MOMENTS IN THE HISTORY OF ISLAM

of a political and religious system, which has ever
since continued to govern millions of mankind of
various races and dissimilar manners. The success of
Mahomet as a lawgiver, among the most ancient
nations of Asia, and the stability of his institutions
during a long series of generations, and in every con-
dition of social policy, proved that this extraordinary
man was formed by a rare combination of the qualities
both of a Lycurgus and Alexander."5

These are positive factors regarding the effect of
Islam in the eruption of the Arabs. There is, how-
ever, a negative factor concerning the feelings of the
nations who were the first theatres for the diffusion
of Islam. In Persia, and in the Roman provinces,
religious persecution was an established state policy.
This persecution affected the followers of different
religious doctrines; it even affected the followers of
the official religion or doctrine if not embraced accord-
ing to the official versions. Islam brought the bless-
ing of toleration, and urged the liberty of faith and
conscience. The Muslim conquerors followed this
principle to a praiseworthy extent, in a time when
Islam was still burning in the bosoms of all classes..
This judicious policy was one of the most important
factors .in the extension of Islamic conquests and
assuring the loyalty of the conquered nations.

From this versatile portrait which history pre-
sents to us, at the advent of Islam, of the dissolution
of the Persian and Roman Empires, the decay of the
antique world and of simplicity of the Arabian society
with its shades of zeal, vigour, and moral purity, we
could realize many of the factors of the triumph of
Islam and the Atfabs.
This portrait is described by Gibbon : ** While
the State was exhausted by the Persian War, and the